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A quick yetl reatrained sxcltemant best a‘nﬁt.ati.: fattao
whem the Collowing order 1n the ususl mysterious fashioh meanaged to
glroulate from sundry latrines :-

"You will nominate I Officer, I NCO, &nd I man, suitsble to
pndergo &8 3 waéks coiursae  in Ski-ing ss potentiel instruct-
=prz with the view to forming ski troors withim the b,
Return to be rendered ‘ete, et....."

Whaet & course! What a glorious 3 weeks holiday! How grand
to meander in the snows snd idleée in lelty grandeéur. LJoré sxcitement
and enthusissm reigned when these rrécious few lucky enough to be
selected paraded at tha HAF forr the high sltitede fitnmess examination.

At 08IE hrs, Supday ISth Lerch. 42, having consumed &n
early breskfast we sei out for the Hinth srmy Ski School high in the
LEEAON mountains at LES CRHDAES, the well-known winter and summer resort.,

The I8 hour Jjourney was Uilled with such wonders and Deauties
=5 to be an ever living memory. Attendent besuties ever brought s deerp
3'5'5’ born of femilisrity with our own lew Zealsnd scenery. Never once
5 dpll moment; never chce & oinute not Tilled with wonder snd ameza at

every view, @évery ranoramns.

at long lest weery with the tiring jeurney but astill able to
regrond to the rousing cheer given by cther studenis awalting our
arrivel, we pulled up in front of the 3ji School.

From ithen on o stens wara guided by the efficient orgenia=
ation of tha school, fpundling out of the trucks our guarteras in this
ax-hotel were alloted us. Mo sconer wes thls eompleted than we wer:u,
sumponed o mess, Lo be initiated intoc what was thereatar t-::n_bg aur
steple diet - bully beef. Thera Collowed in due course our ski issues=
noots, Zloves twind =snd -n'ﬂﬂllen.'.l,m'f:.nﬂ Jecket =nd ﬁ?l.al;!]::s., cap,g0gEles,
and a frightfully complicsted-looking pamrhlet on Ski-ing.

Tha following day we were introduced into t—ﬂa Feace-time
sport and war-arm of ski-ing, This was preceeded by & Iew ;I.Ec:t:u':es ar
the srt by the Chief Imstructor, and fitting of ski's by the Sergasnt
Instructors.

ai revious sxperience, Hut we were thare
o learn emgﬂ:nnﬁnuﬁuﬁagegt tﬂﬂéﬂ&ﬂd. Undei‘- vary able Sergesnt- Instr
—netors( Australisn) we proceeded on to the nesrby slerés in B or IO
men perties. Stepring onto tha soft, crunching, vhitenass we were
buoyed up with that seme joyous enthusissm which atiended us when first
we realized we were to procead oh this course.

"Skis ond"

"Line up slong this crest" ssid the 3gt,
[Thia is going to be gréat fun!)
A second look at the slore, - ihew! It js steep!
vFpllow me”sald"tha 3gt . g
We did, This was fun.- we did our best that is.

Few of us went mere than & yard, Seme even fell where they
were. Few peached the bottom in good order and those that d4id erashed
in their sucesg, Skis gnd stocks were everywhere, Dodies were srread-
eagled in every conceivable fashion. Chaos reigned suprame.

it long last the basa of the glere was resched amid much
lauzhter and eheffing on all sides. It was fun. However, no sooner

were we there thsn = "Up again", =ald the Sgt.
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: i. Ur wa hal to go. Up that lomg,long slopa we had
-gia:ifalin:aibgrglimhf it long lest we wore ihere gathered about nhatn
gt st the crest. ®e saw his pitying salle aslﬁﬂmiﬂﬁkﬁﬂ us OVer. ing
then he begen to talk whereupon m\ﬁ,ﬁ“ ived & -5 minuts decture with
“this-ig-not- e-heliday" thems those femiliar words such aa"rergey.
erancaldetermination,etc,ete f rredoningtling we Were chastened yd8rressgq
end yet the will ta rosa sod the sririt to suceesd sssalled us,
Thereafter the holiday spirit venlshed,

Three weeks of the herdest work sny of us hal ever exparienced wes oup
lat. By rersistance, repetition, determination we rrogressed, we impro-
=yed we Decsne mora experienced,

it the end of the first week we ware tested - the recrults test, 4] 1g

of our COfficers and WCG's passed. .t the conglusich of the 3 wesks courgy
Zgster Sunday the advance Training Test was carried cub. Of our I3 O2pq,..
-5 apd HCO's who entered 4 passed. This was rather a hlgh rercentage gg

of the 65 all ranks who participated but I2 passed. 3o there 15 no dauhy
that our Battelion received more than 1t's share.

Thg legt:=
To climb the 3,200 fest to Col,LasyCadres within 24 hours and within 1.
minutas of arr{ual to Tire 5 shots at s foot Dull at a I s 2 out

gf the 5 o ba hitz.

To descend immediately the same sltitude snd fire as above, the descent
to be accomplished within 30 minutas.

The following pessed the testi-

2/Tient, Frenciz.M
2/Liaut. Yoodd AL
Cpl. Karriman, W
L/Cpl, Newton.H.

jg the final dsys of the course drew on, everyome réalised the enormity
o this subject. Without doubt 3 weeks is all too short, In the closing
atsges we but mastering the foundetion of Ski-ing, smow-ploughing, snow
rlough #nd stem turna, teldmark runing and genersl control and :Jf.lam:E
on varying slopes. A few had only begen to mester the stém-christiania
turn. They were lucky and perhaps hed & bent for the subject. Some of us
wWere less fortunate.

frd the caurage 18 over . Ferhape il we wera Ei'-.’f-']'l_ the orpertunity '«‘-‘cf;
reguler practice to build on the foundstion laid by the Ninth Army Skl
School we would prove Gurselves as skiera. The standard of training,
inowledge snd sbility of the sble instructors 8 wasted unless we are shle
te continue with regular :ractice, As ski-troopg we are mot &s Yyei
sufficiently experiencad to fulfil our role in that capseity. But rerhapg
with a little further exrerience we would be sble to Trove our worth and
be s suitsble atriking forece Tor our Division.

f.C.Wood, 2/Lieut. l
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