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Translation of letter from Kahi IHarawira to Sir Apirana Ngata

Middle Fast
Nov 9th 1941

O Api

Greetings, to you both and the people residing back there at home, It appears certain
that some fof the men] are to return home. The sick and those who feel they are too
old are undergoing physical and fons, in the hope that they will
be able 1o return. Kahore ra, kei te mohio tonu iho ano, kahore ¢ laca te whakarcre
matua kore iho te whanau nei. Major Bertrand, Werohia, Weir, these are perhaps the
start of the older group [and while] they do not wish to return, i is those tasked with
examining them, which make the selection. Is the same for the Europeans. The
soldiers of the last war are being sought out. Including those whom sickness has forced
them to return. [Paul] Te Punga is one, he is very ill, wha a loss that lads is [1o the
Baltalion], bul what can be done, when one falls, another takes his place. The old fullas
are keeping well, and Farekura is the real miracle. In Crete it was T who helped him
onto the first truck, it required a real effort to get fo his feet and another great effort to
et him seated. At night the truck fell into a ditch in the town of Canea, to be precis
the result of the work of the Germans. Parekura was again lifted down and he
patiently on the side of the road, waiting for another truck. Capt. Weir's truck chanced

 they went, while myself and

four others [who were wounded] remained with the first truck, but Kopu and I took
them off and lay him on the
tremendous agony, oh Api, and it
them and we knew they were in pain, th
f they had expressed th
bad, yet they never made a sound. It was only when we

ised the pain they were concealing. Anyway we stood at the side of the road and
lled to passing trucks, “Any room for four wounded?” But the response was, “Sorry
‘mate, full up.” Well just when T thought we would be left behind I was lucky enough
1o be picked up by an Aussic truck. We lifted our men aboard, and away we went. At 5
o'clock

g

.
a sound. To me it would
ybe we would not have felt
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in the morning we arrived at the hospital. When we reached the place near Sparkia the
‘place where we were also to board the ships for Egypt, I was fold Parekura had made it
there but due to the truck breaking down, was forced to go down fo the beach on foot. I
Tooked at the road, and even if one was healthy the road was stll difficult. 1 did not see
Api, but how did that man reach the botiom? Only by the mighy hand of the on above.
When we got to Egypt I went fo see [him], and even though he was there, 1 was never in
doubt that he would regain sufficient strength to return to the Bin. However after he
returned (1o the unit] | could not accept that he would return to full fitness. Only now
have Laccepted it. What is his remedy? Ngati Torou say, “Ile’s got a big heart.” Ie is the
O.C.of Ngati Porou li.c. C Coy] how wonderful for them. Tiwi [Love] has D Coy, Rangi
[Royall has B. And so the remnant company of Hairini [Harding Leaf] is under the
command of a European named Harvey. Allis well, bul we had hoped thal if perhaps
he li.e. Harding] had returncd all the commanders would have been Maori. Whelu is
returning [to New Zealand]. HQ [Coy] has gone to Urlich, however it is not 4 long-
command. The C.0. is still looking for a permanent person. §
a European. C. Bennett has taken Weir’s role. T. Bennett is 2
adjutant, Awalere is LO)

erm
n perhaps it will again be
c. B Coy. Sorrenson is

“This Sunday [i.e. today) we combined our prayer serviee. H.Q. A and B together. € and D
together. Our conmunion this day was in C Coy area. The altar consisted of sand bags
stacked one upon another and covered with the flag on which was spread Ioly
Communion while the family [ic. Battalion] knecled in the sand. | know that the Lord
would have approved of that [altar] as much as those inside a building, All of the altars
of the Old Testament were built outside. Today we saw how decply and keenly that work
Jie. religious service] bites the heart of each of them. Some of the lads are asking when
will Ged intervene in this war?” | abandoned my sermon |planned| for next Sunday and
this [Sunday] so that | can address the question. This is what | [intend lo] say Api, you
will have yours [i.e. answerl. When this war began the Lord was there. Thal is, he was
there long before, but the answer for the question. At Dunkirk we were beaten, Norway
was the same. Greece was the same, Crete was the same, Lybia was the same. If
Germany was the power behind these defeats this war would have been over
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Ton ago. At the time that we reached Erggland, not Tong after [the fall off Dunkirk Ergland lay
bereft, why did Hitler not continue [his assault] at this time? For the guns of England at that time
consisted of the rifles we were carrying, England did not need to fight however, because Hitler look
30 long to advance, as the mighty hand of the Lord prevented him. What will unite us fervently and
increase our power, once again it is His hand. The inquirer asks  If Hitler is at fault why is the war
being dragged out? (1) Are they a less sinful people than we? (2) Is it [punishment] for our sins
again, with the one who doe: img more valued? () Is it fo teach future gencrations, so that
they are able 10 avoid the mistakes of this generation, the greatest sin bing - rejecting the Lord, so
that now a great fog is upon us? The nations who are most guilly of this sin are Germuany and
Russia, who are massicring people. Once again Satan is behind this. Those millions of Russians
who are doing the shooting, that could b us o0, but the strong hand of the Lord has made us
spectators, vel we must not remain just observers, but we should look 10 the cause that has brought
about that situation, lest we mal same mistakes. Although we have done much wrong we
would never say, “There is no G is foolishness says the Psalmist, Some of the kads have
begun discussing [these matters] with their European mates n

Well Api, tomorrow we move forward, although its prohably not far. We had two thrills vesterday,
el sood shower of rain, and a great football match Al Blacks v. Springhok. About 1500
spectators, all soldicrs of course - Colonial andcity, football just behind the line. The game itself
was not spectacular, now and then individual brilliance, then back again to indifference. Result
N.Z 8 SA. nil. No boast Api we have the team to beat that Springbok tean. | mean Maori Bn. Our
Base team beat Rhodesia 27 to nil. If we combine those [ic. Base| with these [i.e. Maori Bn] it will
all b over. That's all Koro, Api. May God keep us until we all see each other again

From your child

Kahi

Tunca wenl 1o OCTU today.
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