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Personal Message from the
ARMY COMMANDER

1—When | assumed command of the Eighth Army | said that the mandate
was to destroy ROMMEL and his Army, and that it would be done as soon as
we were ready.

2—We are ready NOW.

The battle which is now about to begin will be one of the decisive
battles of history. It will be the turning point of the war. The eyes of the
whole world will be on us, watching anxiously which way the battle will swing.

We can give them their answer at once, “It will swing our way.”

3—We have first-class equipment; good tanks; good anti-tank guns; plenty
of artillery and plenty of ammunition; and we are backed up by the finest air
striking force in the world.

All that is necessary is that each one of us, every officer and man,
should enter this battle with the determination to see it through —to fight and
to kill —and finally, to win.

If we all do this there can be only one result — together we will hit the
enemy for “six,”’ right out of North Africa.

4—The sooner we win this battle, which will be the turning point of
this war, the sooner we shall all get back home to our families.

5—Therefore, let every officer and man enter the battle with a stout heart,
and with the determination to do his duty so long as he has breath in his body.

AND LET NO MAN SURRENDER SO LONG AS HE IS
UNWOUNDED AND CAN FIGHT.

Let us all pray that ‘the Lord mighty in battle” will give us the

victory.
B. L. MONTGOMERY,

Lieutenant-General, G.O.C.-in-C., Eighth Army.

MIDDLE EAST FORCES,
23-10-42.
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Message from Army Commander Lt-General Montgomery to the
Eighth Army, 23 October 1942

Reference

Archives New Zealand = Te Rua Mahara o te Kawanatanga.
Ref: 28 NZ (Maori) Battalion Diary, WAII 1 1665 DA 68/1/34, p.16
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