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"ORT ON OPERATIONS NIGHT 2

(Loeation EL MREIR Depression ) A
87652765,

(Tor movements read in conjunction with Sketeh attached)

QBJ ECT: B(w2) (Maorl) Bn to raid the escarpment in area 876276

ADDITIONAL TPS IN SUPFORT :

5 and 6 Pd Regts N2ZA.

Fd Regt Re.A.
One Bty 64 Med Regt R.A.
Dets WNZE.
One Coy less 1 P1 23 NZ BN.

As Per 5 NZ INF BDE 0,0, No 5., and verbal instuctions

igsued at C.0's and Coy Comd®s conference. Se—

TIVE:

1. The ralding P ree, consisting of 2B (Maori) Bn less One (O
incl a detasiweent of N2T arrived at ASITMBLY ARTA 87732750
without Incldent at 020 hrs.
Brief talks were delivered by the C.0 28 Bn, the BrigadierT
5 Inf Bde and short services were condugtad by the Mao 1l
Chaplain and the R.C. Padre. |
. e St Livn ;
2. The march on to %E, commenced at 03 hrs and all Coye
f_ were in pomn at 035 _hrs. The clearly marked 1line of march
swrmbhy (L = white taped from @.A to (3.1 facllitated and expedlted 4
S Liia this st of the operation. The force was still undotgc“
by the Jfnemygat this time, 0350 hrs or F-mismes 10.-Z—'"

Js At %-m ;.gur ; 0 400 Ern-th:l mi:mmond lts bombag:nt
on Task l, and simultaneously the inf moved £ rusrde
the B.1) B oy on left flank, and A Coy on the ﬂ;hd%‘mﬂ‘
R HO BR-FETE and Bn Reseeme Pl at left-rear of A coy.
NML The axis of aduemee was due NOETH (38 de-rees)
By Zems:@lws 8 Coys were within 150 yas of the (5)D80
=nert wire. The tpPs halted at this point fop 17 mins whil®
the arty completed Task 1, and switched to Tagk 2.
,ﬂ.c. ﬂl&bll_{y practically HEr owing %0 the dust and smoke cansdd
by the combimation of H. T ang Snoke ghells.
rT ATV A F

2y

K ver the sappersg daghed forward found

a quick advamce by fwd lew sufficient gaps to

saulting tps to get 1ny :
zaps by the If‘i.;.ﬂlti of the IXPe

a
ughk the wire , and encounter?
ILMGs for the ﬁ.r;t time. This gplﬂm

i ls, T alo ve
TR to rpedoes explo i Eho eﬁl::ﬁ?am.' S 2 7ot and &

t in they diag, ded to the

=l=N
ﬁﬁiﬂ 13 ﬂrd. pls were
;;Ot from the _
assliasted us in

A Coy swept ¢ i ' caypmonts
B Coy cleaning E{ﬁﬁﬁ_ yas
A e I e s r

e e aave for both 8 was uniform throughoube

Inemy opposition was very mfa';{.' ;I:- bayonet was used “ﬂf;
"::3 effect. A mugber of hand grenades were thrown inte P
wi >, aum Wete 5.11&3-"”:_3




(Page 2) . 38

5¢ THE WI WAL?S +
The withdrawal had been timed for Z »¥us 35,

At this hour RG Verey flareg were fired from PLEE # 8
2757, and A Coy HOWS & MR RXBAFX 87832707+ at 5 minm Mtzﬁah
On this signal beings gilven A Coy returned to its qwn lines EAST
alons gd 277, B Coy and Bn HG#Ms returning alongthe same W E
route as that taken by them on the gpproach marche

Althoupgh the withdrawsl was orderly and at a moderate Pace
B Coy was unfortunate in missing One offr and 2¢ ORS wounded,

now rresumed P.W

At Z »lus 88 +40 the @laid dowm a defenslive b rragej;‘m%’ﬁwwlﬁ |

of Pt ® in a line running due along our FIL# and on the
whole Bn area. s fire cauged two casualties. The last
co vering par'b}: ugh our own wire at 2 p—%w 65,

6, TOPOGRAPHY sotl At ai
SigiBxguy razaris The plmple #R,87032707 1s shownm
on the map. This was Task 2 of the arty, but 0C B Coy discovered
ano ther low hill 200 yds EAST of Skexdmai-odrksiocmouiaaeinds
ey b et ik,
Tis lather kmoll discovered by OC B Coy is not shown on the map.
The descent into the depression from the SOUTH was a very

roge more steeply to a height of 12 or 15 feet.

Te imatic Conditlons: - e
ﬁm Wwas a g-right moon Wwith a clear sky until appre X 1kl

0100 hrs. Tor the remainder of the night clouds occasionally
Dassed across the moongredusing visibility and obscuring cthe

i NORPE Star. Maintenance of direction dubing advasee was acco rde
ingly slightly hampered, and compasses had to be used to check

direction. e an |
1ere a moderate End blowing from the N.N.T varying

There was . _
times to WelleW throughou
% )posns were more or less in conformlty with previous

information. Fwd elements oescupled sangars dug down to an averag

-e depth of 2 %0 3 feet. T+ was notliceable that there was a
s fyom the edge of the depr-

single line of sangals about 10 yd
Other better Drepared pomns were

esslon all the way round. |
frpym 200 to %00 yg further back to the W. Tn some cases

~ these were well ﬁnat._metad dug=outs.
ve. M52 Tt wuisﬁ'rl‘ria; At Z plale 8 the dust and smoke caused by
the hombardment was so dense &8 to temporarily blind our owWn to s,
malzing conbact between sechioms and Pledssas ¢ory diffleuld,

+al shages of the advance.
Siring Bo wiial siages O7 0 TR 1eems sater 10 dntenst-

£ied our blindness. |
; We noticed thatpne or two_ guns were still firingH.E when
e been employed,

when smoke should ha
10, P, U Vi
S rotal captured 3L. O.Rfe My SIS SN ‘
Tdentification := 10 and 12 coys 3 Bn 29 Re Bologna Div.
| and were badly

ryugl were of a poor tybe physieally,
g;:;;: b: the arty fire, and were in no conditlon te offer

pmpper resistance. Ne ©

1. GASUALTIES o . i4v1ea; oR. died of WOUNDS

15 OR# wounded. |
1’0m 2 ORg wounded presuned PW. (Mrssw&)

ORg missing. ,
"2 woundeds 1 missing and wounded, = ORM.

Det NZ

' 1;1adudt praaahpﬂ-"g'; (AJ}P X ;60.: 35 of them by the
yonet. nmimber o Inf were seen esca
the darkness, ) - ok

. able to ascertain exact number but thelr casualtles |

TN e,

—i——— — =

- —

I
8

| .11

aradual slope, but on the EAST and to the NORTH the escarpment X8




st

rage S

12. Cgptured Ams and comments ln General

Two Bredas. O magazines.
2 Flats were destroyed. ( Mounted AsA muns)
16 MG postes destroped.

The winle operation was executed in keepings with the plan, 1O
eonfusgion arising whatsocever at any stage.

Regarding Qrty supporting fire we leamt that i-

1. A greater marginm of safety should be allowed between the
| objective and further arty tadks, when arty fire canmot be
| obgerved. In thls case a considerable number of shells
| evidently intended for pimple 87632787 (Task2) were fallling
gmongst our Inf while mopping wp was PYO Zress.

2, The smoke shells used being night time, and following & Very
hnvg HE ban-? tended to obscure completely the approaches
to obstacles and were quite ummecessary,

3. To maintain contact between pls, tos must not be cloger thas
150 yds from own arty barrage, This will minimije casualtles
as fully 60 percent of our casualties were caused by our own
shells:  Morally the effect of syme of our shalls landing
amongz us was far greater than that produced by(E)fire.

Further to para 6,maps are at fault in that the knell roi’orrog |
to by OCs B Coy is NOT shown, and wad the cause of gome confusiom.

In conclusion, the steadiness and bearing of all ranks®
including the detasissmt of Tngineers during both the atta®k
gnd the withdrawal was admirable.
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REPORT ON RAID OF NIGHT 25/26 AUG A2.
7

By := —W Porter. Capt. M.C.
(5'5&13' Refi+—Bastern end-EL-MREIR--Depression) > '

'-‘i*' 7 1? -~ -——-—M&._ P
Pard-bieyed—by A-0oyw WARRAR W % ra (Hows) K
"‘A'T“% U : | | :

? e Blo-k #_l_:m .
350 hrs Formed up on(S.L) right of B Coy = 1 PH front 2 pls in

0400 hrs
NI

0407 hrs

0409 nrsg
0410 hrs

C411 hrs
0425 hrs

LESSONS LEA
hERarm c,
Cach to any known obstacle.
yds to own arty barrage.

than 300 yds ﬁt;t.he final objectives

rear. Frontel o yds. Attached were 4 sappers wlth

bangalore torpedoes.

ZERO. = began advance with flrgt flashes o
due NORTM. Night cloudy)unable to follow

northerly wind,

Blinged by smoke and powder from H.E shells- unable to see
more than 10 ydss Noticed one gun firing sho rt. Shells landed
among st men, 4 casualties from own shells.

Smoke was laid across our front., unable to move as 1 or 2
cuns were firing HeE. 20 yds across our front.

One bangalore was rushed fwd on ?is of advance~ unable to see
wire until almost on top of 1%, ap blowvn 20 yds. S5Smoke so
thick but flash of bankalore directed Pls Through gale

Reached(E trenches - attacked with bayonets. -

emy surrendered, = coniinued advance behind gnd along

dannert wire,moppingub trenches.
Tery 1little oppositlion,1f any.
Noticed HeE shells 13.1’13111@, 2ll round, This
on to its third task marked on sketch lllea
from own guns. \
Reorganlzed coy and prepared to carry on wlith advance but
gsoon found we had reached end of objective = checked up on

ground to see own casualties. gE' IE
Red and green flares fired due - gignal for withdrawal.

unable to answer slgnals as Vony pistol was missing wlth

the rumner, who had become a casualty during the early part 1

of the attacke. . |
Tormed up Pls in coln of threes and began withdrawal. Walked

over single dannert wire and then extended Coy = bearing taken

due AT
@f[o rtar fire

own guns. Bearing
Star « Moderate

n had not lifted
casualty from

-

arede .

i
i

Ran into all along front of Coy
Reached double apron wire in front of own minefield.

Arrived at Coy HQ. Immediately ~hecked on casualtles. Final
check up were 5 sllightly woundedg~ all caused a own H.E shellsg
PWé accounted for by this Coy were 16 knowne» Xilled-unknown.

‘MG Poshs captured - 16 | |
FROM ATTACK:)-

1. Ccalibration of fleld guns - this must be known by inf units

with arty suppodM-.

neerned before doing an attack
at night as it hinders appre

2. smoke bombs should not be used

40 keep in contact with pls if closer than 150

- minimizes casualtles.
(D posns arty should 11ift NOT less

3. Imposslible
4. After inf has penetrated

Capte MCe
OeCs A COYe

(Sgd) WePo rter.
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REPORT O RAID OF NIGHT 25/26 AUG 42, |
: < Sy :- Capts MR.RuhlsPENE-

Read 'in conjunction with Sketch of Arty Tasdks)

——

TIME: \ NA RRATI VEe.

<]

7 to Z410. B Coy advanced on given axls (360 degrees) and took
earth at approx Z47 with centre of fwd line 50 yds from
derellct tk in the minefield:. We had approached to with

in 2 and 25 yds of arty barrage. TP e 4 -
L When the Arty put down smoke the‘%eﬁtm immedlately

g " blew huge gaps in the @ wire through whigh my Two fwd Pls
passed in double time. We then charged at a steady Pace
but the line veered in a N.N.W. direction owlng to tThe
nature of the ground - it fell away from the brink of the
low depressiong-and we had gone some distance before I manags-
ed to swing the line back to the original axls.

: There wag a blg knoll on my left which I took tp be XXE |

2 WOV e s [_e , amne TASK—20 of the Arty, and whlch made my Yeft FPoundarye 2

On advancing further my attention was drawn to another K10
/% on my right,also in the depression. The area on which 1
was moving had a front of 200 yds between the two knolls
and incldentally was belng vplastered by the arty;(ﬂvm)-
; I realigzed then that the knoll feature referred to 1nthe
Arty Task 2¢ was the one on my right. However, I mMamAgsd
resllized that the momentum of the advance had to be rept and
so declded to push on to the escarpment, wheel the whole
line to the right, and doubling back withdraw southward 11~
gide the area I had already covered .This I did and e ute
cleaned up all dugzouts in our path: : :
There were many dugsouts and slit trenches within the dep
Jononning -regsion, the majority occupled by@tps. Few of these tm’r:i?s,
approx 12 were taken P.W., the remalnder bayonetted.
| ; We giscovered no mortars or Fd guns, but a late arrival =
/yu&m Le . stated that 2 mortar was placed on the WESTERN side of the &%

areavicinlty 8762277 3. |
| There were NO ta#ks, am# but only derelict MeTe
| During the withdrawal,when the arty ceased fdre at z + 0,
i\ Ftrny my Coy was 100 yds S68®H of the (Elminéfield moving bact W0
| 3 1ke ot Biwe . Sewln
| Eimortars opened up when our arty ceased fire and ghells
followed us all the way backe.

| REPORT by 2 late arrivals who had stayed back %@ in an endeav-

. our to bring back 3 wounded mens -

‘; (1) @ MGs on northern “escarpment directly in line wilth

| original Coy axis, ,,

| S eete (2) @ Mos Ut or depression and 300 to 350 yds WEST

i , of where bangalore torpedoes were used. e
(3) Mortar which was used asainst us during withdrawal iw

vieinity 8760 277 3.

All ranks wish ©To express their admiration for the fine
work of the Enginaar_ge_’r-ﬁ
Casualties & @s submitied to BW.HQES.

. , (Sgd) MRePene. Capt.

000000000 .

2 Flats(mounted
17. m R

00000000000000000000000060
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Report on a successful operation undertaken by all but C Company of the Battalion on the night of 25th and 26th
of August 1942.

REFERENCE: Archives New Zealand = Te Rua Mahara o te Kawanatanga
WAII 1 1665 DA 68/1/32-33, pp.37-42
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