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Baged on information received up to 1800 hrs 27 Sep 43.

Ref Map s 1: 250,000 IGYPL and CYRENAICA ;Jiheeats 4 and 15,
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After the fall of Bri, 151 (ALEXANDRTA) on 20 Sep the enemy

formations under Panzer frmesz ITALLEN fell bask in fairly good
order covering the.r w Athdr Jw'd.l with mobile colums of infantry
and 8,8 cm gw-m By evening on 22 Sep they were esteblished in
their present line: ABYVAR EL SH/MMAMS (4390) - KHASHM EL EISH
(4489) - ALAM EL KIADIM (£183) - TALLET EL NISURA (4587) - ALAM
EL. SHIRIF (4987) ~ MUNQ/LK ,ﬁ? Bls MAGID (5087), thence East to |
the road CALIRO~ALEX.ANDRTA,

1.

The length of the linge and The ccmparaltive ~Je.al..ness of the
available forcos have mads i ::.111_¢_':~.L.. siblg for Gencral von SCHEISS
to0 construct a2 continucug ita2 ¢f dofenccs, Th:‘i‘.s nowever matters
less in view of thc d:‘i.‘f:s‘i- algy of *‘;;h;, 2oing off the roads.  His
greatest strength is on hig Lif . Whera 9 Div and 265 Mot Div
govaer the roed and rairi 'i'.,f.;} VanLGB ] L;;;,..'I '-? Joand whe u*acks
parallel to them furchoer Hovia, t:,::».... Lo o couniry between
TALLET EL NISURA and <ac .;""ta.-“d CATROQwal L';;wa*.;..J, T 18 dofended by two
gdivisions sited to covalr Lhe princival Vorta-Svuth "Oad,.; but
sagparated from cach C "rh... r 7'.:- ; wide 22ps waere’ the bad gcJ.Lng a.rd
abscnece of trecks meki attack loss  likely. e infantry of 28 Lt
Div holds the ling £1-0i - UL L7688 o 4948703 33d Div axtonds
from abocut 510870 to the m2in road, - 25 Recco Unit patrols the
arca between 25 Mot Div ¢nd 25 Lh Div, and 206 Recce Unit that 1.
the right of 28 Lt Div,

In the flghtlng for BRI\.DI‘%I (HLE{ sNDRTA) tho enemy's . ;
gesualtios did not axcued 5,000, 2a0d it may be assumed that his ' !
formegtions arc now fairly we 111 uo to strength. He evacuated
almost all his heavy cquinment ape vt from the CD guns at BRINDISI
(M:INDRLL) 1t80l¥ U\“Lilﬁ.;i*'l'f" < tanks werae Alelmoed krocked Out,
only 6 have bocn count i on the greunds thres MKITI Best, two
MkIV Long and cne MiV.i T-g_—,x.:f-*; L1l the tenks identified belonged
to 20 Pz Div, which is beli'n d Lo have b ;en Wl drewn 0 the
ROSETTA e:c'ea. ’I‘hc'.. oniy fornation now on TWiLLPTH ARMY front
which may be cxXpceciuaed 40 PoBHase prmour 1s 42 Mot Div, which wes
recently promicaod a betteilcn of wanks. L1 18 not known whaether
thesc tenks have yd 472 ‘.t:;‘:.a"""“ w3 Divas 1_1.(?-1;1..._ I}u:ifj_ng; the BRINDISI
(ALEC/NDRIA) fighting moports wor: recoived of a by pe of tenk
hitherto not encounter < by uve, and T_;J..Li; 1 eCriotiong given meke
it seam likely that the tané coucerncd is the Mk V ...-‘ anther, an
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ageount of wihich 1s included -2 pard 4, bcelow,

in addition %o Aks romual divisiongl e f'n‘ ~rment the encmy is
STWPoNE 1IN 8.3 cl and heuyy ol tliuary, i Q450 a8 no lack of
miness mineficlds up w 300 wds in depua cover most of the
infantry positions, and wW.s gape petweun formaticns arc protoected
by mine marehcs for the moot part nnnerked.
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Lttached ot Appx "A' is o skoteh map to show cnemy disposie
ticns a2s known at 1200 hrs &7 Scp 43.

RUBLY ORDER OF BATTLE ON TWLETH ARY FRONT

Strengths where given arc strongths by est'xblish.ments, NOT
agtual strongths,

(2) 25 Mot Div

25 MC Bn

35 PGR (thrac bns)

; 119 PGR (threc bns) '

' ' 25 hrty Regt (two fd btys, one med bty)

. 25 Sigs Bn

25 ingr Bn
256 A tk Bn (18 x 5¢em, 12 x 7.5 ¢m 4 't.kguns)
Sorvices (scrial number 25) _

As far as is knowny this Div has NOT reccived the tk bn
allotted to PGR Divs, but the peint is not astablished for

certain.
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{¢) 197 Div

229 Recce Unit.

321 Gren Regt {(lhree bns)
332 Gren Regt (three bns)
437 Gren Regt. (three bns)
229 Arty Regt (three fd btys, one med bty)
229 Siges Bn

229 Engr Bn

229 A tk Bn (18 x 5cm, 12 x 7.5cm A tk guns)
Services (serlal number' |),

{4) 333 Div.

333 Recce Unit

679 Gren Regt (three bns)

680 Gren Regt. (three bns)

681l Gren Regt (three bns)

333 Arty Regt ( (three fd, onc med bty)

333 ©9igs Bn ' |

333 Engr Bn

333 A tk Bn (18 x 5cm, 12 x 7.5¢cm A tk guns)
Services (s =r1al annbe.L 333),

(o) 21 AADiv. | | o )

Belicved to have some twelve tps of 8.8 cm DP guns
~apart from the 8.8cm guns rescirved for AA defaenge
of rear arcas.




(f) Aray srty 5

1. ITALIEN &Arty Rogt (ong Bty of 16 c¢m guns, ‘one bt .y of
17 om guns, one biv of 21 cm hows).

2. ITALIEN Arty Regs (as 1 Ragt)

3. ITALIEN Arty Rczgt (as 1 Regt).

- BRTIMATED ELCAY ST TH O TWELETH oMY FRONT - 26 Sep 43.
Fiohting 2 tos). h
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Length overall 22! 73" .h
Width overall 0 B C LRI - - it
Height overall 0.6 _
Armour ront nosc plata 75mm at §3Y

Drivoer's frol 1t plate 851nm. at 57°
P: ;\-".L"lf~ -';".}Ll.L"'.'I."C . lll \ -"»\-H-J. ! )b 44184 VCI‘ tlca.J-

.rILL | ;;ii 38 gomm vortical
...n., perstructure sides 45mm at 429
Turret sidaod 45mm gt 25°
RooL 4. /min

Floor LA
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C).::.’.C ‘?95 ‘..h:i.il' fl::.g 11 ¥ *L(‘j 't,"\f ».“:D'*l;J\.;r.. ""':L On;
parraelied gunl unlikce any prov .Lou.u.l_y
wwin 7.0Cn equipment.

’ Ong¢ co-=axial MG

Suspension Interlcaved suspension of a type developed
' ftron that'of the Tiger.

op aed ol ME?.."‘{ll’uL'Llﬂ sp.ced at luaut 3C mph.
Woight L 4B=-45 tons.

The dosign of the Panther is bas scd on the Russian 134,
particularly in the matter of st x..,am.Lmlno, elitnough the turret of
the Panther represcents no advance in design ovor the MKIII and the
MklIV, Neverthcelesg the arranganent of the amour of the Panther
is a considereble improvaucnt on that of all prcevious Gorman tank
designs.' The performancs of the gun nurcly in terms of penetrate
ion may be an improvament vpon that cf the 8.8cm KwK 36 although
the effectiveness of the lightor H101ccf*Lc will be less.
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The morele of thc prics ’f‘flt....-:-f.n ;..;k..-:a o*q T.T." VELFTH ARMY front has
varied ccnsidorably as Doatwocn diffcrent formations. During
the battle at BRIIDISI ( 'I_..;J'.f:.;,.".;.-..)J’T ;.) pri soners worc teken from 20
Pz Div, 28 Lt Div and 2333 Div. Of thceo for the pocrest

specimens weorc the lact. 833 viv. wiich-has bwn on garr:.son




now;
b o.fﬂoiemy a8 scoldiers.: | ‘
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duty sinecc the beginning of tho war, appoars to have bgen a
ccllecting centre for men unable to stend the rigours of opereate
ions in RUSSIA or LIBYiA, Meny of thc prisoncers from it were |

physicelly G3; overeage and undersize moan nade up fifty percoent
of the 3000 PW from this Division, and many of tham frankly
expressed satisfaction at the prospcct of a guiet life on British

retions. Neovertheless, these men put up a stubborn opposition

tc us s0 long as their linge was unbroken, and it would be danger-
cus to assume thot even a thind class Germen fermation will crack
gxeept undaer a resclutc attack.

Only 50 PW werc teken from 20 Pz Div and 34 from 28 Lt Div.
fhey may be grouped tegcethor feor considaoration ¢f merele. Only
cene of thesc priscners (an cfficer) could be deseribaed as a ‘
fensatical Nazi. Thc rosty epart from three c¢r four whe had cnly
baan waiting for a chance W surrcndoer, struck the interrcogating
officcr as gocd soldicers whe ware gcenuinely sorry to be captured.
They acccpt the Nazi stcry thoet the YAnglo-Amcricens! and the
Bolskevists hed becn planning the destructicn of GERMANY ever
since 1933 and thaey belicve thet GERAWINY has no chcice but w
fight on tc save herself from annihilaticn. Scme ¢f them

admitted that they could not se¢c how GERUANY cculd win the wer

- such defeatist views do nct scem greatly te affect their

2 Ngow 4celend Divis icn.
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